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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 opening 
at 7:30 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki (7:32 p.m.), Cassar, Clarke 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Hanchett 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to approve the City Council Agenda for March 12, 2019, 
as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Cassar, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. February 20, 2019, Regular Meeting and Closed Session Minutes  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12038-12043, DD3480-3500, EFT1327-1334; 

and A/P check #’s 50376-50404, EFT 1897-1911, ACH 1876, 1893-1896; TOTALING: 
$139,602.23. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and City Attorney Reports for February 2019.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
Jim Smith shared Keego Harbor’s Parks & Rec expressed an interest to combine the two 
community’s Memorial Day parades into one again. After courteous discussions they will not do this.  
Sylvan Lake is satisfied with how it is now.  He sent an invite on social media “Nextdoor” for 
residents to participate in a street float entry for the Memorial Day parade.  This will be a new 
tradition for the parade.   
 
Mike Zubrzycki came into the meeting at 7:32 p.m. 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Bob Dzenko expressed Ed Robbins did a phenomenal job chairing the Planning Commission meeting 
last week.  It was an excellent meeting and good to know how 376 residents that signed a petition are 
against apartments.   
 
Scott Baumgartner shared he is respectful of the residents and elected officials.  He addressed the 
communications/transparency issue which was brought up at the Planning Commission meeting.  
Communication is very important when discussing change.  He feels residents need to seek out and 
read the past meeting minutes.  If residents are going to make accusations about lack of transparency 
then they better be able to follow up with examples how not communicating.  Urged City officials 
sending newsbyte may not be enough, something more may be required.  He addressed the 
recommendation from the City Attorney to City Council and Planning Commission on what can and 
cannot be said about a PUD.  He noted reading meeting minutes, don’t communicate the intricacies 
and nuances of a meeting.     
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin shared the boat dock application process went quite well this season.  We only had one person 
that missed the deadline and wanted to retain their space.  We did have a few that didn’t want to keep 
their space but didn’t notify us, but that’s not unusual.   We currently have eight empty dock spaces 
to lease.  We’ve gone through the move process and will be notifying those on the wait list next 
week.   
 
Martin introduced and welcomed Attorney Michael Hanchett from Johnson, Rosati.  He is sitting in 
for Tom tonight.   
 
The Board of Review has completed their meetings and had 9 or 10 appeals. 
 
The Spring Household Hazardous Waste collection will be held April 13 at 9:00 a.m., at the West 
Bloomfield Township complex.  Watch for newsbytes with more details. This event is not free, but it 
is free to residents.  The City pays for the cost of the collection based on the number of vehicles that 
participate from Sylvan Lake. 
 
Parks and Rec will be hosting their annual Easter Egg hunt on April 13 at 10:00 a.m. here at the 
Community Center.  They also moved their meeting date up a day, they will be meeting tomorrow 
night at 7:00 here in the Community Center 
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Lastly Martin address the potholes in the city.  The DPW did go get more cold patch to put down.  
Also, Martin will be discussing with City Council a plan of action for repairing the roads. 
        
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Lorenz thanked Civic Center TV for the State of Communities.  Residents can watch on demand and 
it will also start showing on Comcast Channel 15 at different times.   
 
Lorenz stated he would like to reach out to Bloomfield Township regarding the DTE property.  He 
would like to start working with them to change the zoning from Industrial.  He asked Martin if he 
could send a letter to this effect.   
 
Clarke appreciates everyone’s comments. Council is here to listen to their concerns.  He thanked 
Lorenz for representing Sylvan Lake in the State of Communities Address.   
 
Zubrzycki also thanked Lorenz for representing Sylvan Lake in the State of Communities. 
 
Salemi expressed condolences to the Meskin family as Annette passed away this last weekend.  He 
thanked the residents for their patience and views on the development of Whitfield property.  He 
reminded everyone they are all neighbors including City Council and Planning Commission and they 
are also all unbiased.  He complimented Graham Cousens on his comment that it is not a you verse 
us, but that we need to solve it together.   
 
Cassar thanked everyone for their comments.  He sent his condolences to Russ Meskin and Linda 
Voll’s families.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
  
a. Clerk Fee Schedule 

 
Martin reviewed the changes in some fees.   
 
 Moved by Clark, seconded Salemi, to approve the Clerk Fee Schedule as presented. 
 
 Yes:   Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:     None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
b.  Ordinance 341, To Amend Section 38-333, Fireworks, of the Code of Ordinances 
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Martin explained there have been changes with the Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, mostly updated 
times and dates when fireworks can be discharged.  Also, there is an increase in the fine from $500 to 
$1,000 for unlawful use. 
 
Lorenz asked if the city can set our own dates and time.  Martin stated State law supersedes. 
 
Jim Smith feels fireworks going on until 11:45 p.m. is too late and the dates are beyond what Sylvan 
Lake needs.  Attorney Hanchett explained there is no way around the Public Act.   
 
   
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 

 
   
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


